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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
The year 2020 threw several big challenges our way. We weathered
a year-long pandemic, witnessed social unrest, and renewed
awakening around diversity and inclusion. As we march directly
into 2021 we stand optimistic that this year will be better than the
last. I personally believe this will be true.
One thing 2020 taught me is that there are far more good people in
this world than those who are not. When faced with the pandemic,
an industry banded together and created a vaccine. When the
spotlight was shined on inequality, Americans intensified their
focus on justice and equality for all. While we still have much
work to do, we also have much to build on – no house gets built
without laying the first brick. I believe we are on our way to building
a beautiful home where all are welcomed and where all can feel
comfortable being who they truly are.
					

- Rodney Nubin, Chair
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NATIONAL POVERTY
AWARENESS IN AMERICA
January is National Poverty Awareness in America Month
In the United States, approximately 34 million people live in poverty – one in ten Americans. The
poverty rate for children is even higher (one in six). And about half of the Americans living below the
poverty line live in deep poverty.
The effects of poverty and living in poverty extend far beyond hunger and malnutrition. Limited access
to education and other basic services, social discrimination and exclusion, disabilities, restricted access
to participation in the democratic process…This is the daily reality for many Americans.
Poverty is a complex problem, with no quick fixes. The Socius Foundation has been extremely active
and generous in giving to many poverty-facing charities. But there are ways we as individuals can help.
Please consider donating time, money or goods to a local or national charity focused on poverty and
related issues.
Here are links to a few vetted, established national charities:
• Charities.org
• Feeding America
• Feed the Children
• Meals on Wheels America
• Teach For America
• Good Shepherd Housing

“

Like slavery and apartheid, poverty
is not natural. It is man-made and it
can be overcome and eradicated by
the action of human beings.
- Nelson Mandela
(sources: US Census, charities.org)

INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST
REMEMBERANCE DAY
January 27th is International Holocaust
Remembrance Day. The date commemorates the
anniversary of the liberalization of Auschwitz in 1945,
which was the largest Nazi extermination camp. More
than six million Jews and eleven million others lost
their lives at the hands of the Nazis and collaborators
during this terrible period. Roughly two thirds of
Europe’s Jewish population was wiped out.
As genocide, atrocities, anti-Semitism and other
hateful discourses have continued to persist in
the post-WWII world, this date of remembrance is
unfortunately as topical as ever. Let us avow our
unwavering commitment to counter anti-Semitism,
racism, and other forms of intolerance that lead to
group-targeted violence of any kind.
To learn more about this topic and about International
Holocaust Remembrance Day, click on these links:
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/
commemoration-of-holocaust-victims
https://www.yadvashem.org/remembrance/intlremembrance-day.html

In Our Own Words...

Calendar 2021

On a personal note, remembering the Holocaust
tragedy strikes a strong chord for me. My
mother’s parents lived in Poland prior to the
war. My grandfather immigrated to the United
States a few years prior to the troubles starting,
but my grandmother had to stay in Poland until
such time as he got situated and could bring
her over. As our family’s story goes, she finally
got out of the country only a few weeks before
the Nazis started to shut things down. Many of
my grandparents’ friends and neighbors were
subsequently sent to concentration camps and
never heard from again.

JANUARY

If not for my grandparents finding a way to
escape, they may have died along with many of
their friends and community. My mother would
never have been born here in the United States,
she would have never met my father, and I and
my siblings would not be here. It is scary to
think that my family’s past and future, including
my kids and future generations, would not have
existed if she did not get out. And as fortunate
as I feel, by the same token it is so sad to think
of all the other legacies and families that ended
during that time.
		

- Eric Shapiro, Committee

• International Holocaust Remembrance
• Poverty in America Awareness Month
FEBRUARY
• Black History Month
MARCH
• National Women’s History Month
APRIL
• Arab American Heritage Month
• Autism Awareness Month
MAY
• Indian Heritage Month
• Jewish American Heritage Month
• National Asian American & Pacific Islander
Heritage Month
JUNE
• LGBT Pride Month
• Juneteeth
JULY
• French American Heritage Month
AUGUST
• National Civility Month (or Win With Civility
Month)
SEPTEMBER
• Hispanic Heritage Month
NOVEMBER
• National Native American Heritage Month
DECEMBER
• Universal Human Rights Month

ERIC SHAPIRO’S POTATO LATKA FAMILY RECIPE
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 Yukon Gold potatoes
1 large onion, grated
2 tablespoons matzo meal or flour
2 eggs, lightly beaten
Salt and pepper
Nonstick vegetable spray
¼ Cup Canola oil

Method:

• Peel the potatoes and grate them medium to fine.
• Mix grated potatoes in a bowl with onion, matzo meal and eggs. Add salt
and pepper.
• Spray a large pan or skillet with nonstock vegetable oil. Add Canola oil.
Warm over medium heat until a drop of the grated potato mixture sizzles.
• Use a large spoon to scoop out mixture. Place each spoonful about
1 ½ inches apart in a pan.
• Press lightly with a spoon to flatten.
• Cook seven to eight minutes on each side over medium heat until nicely
browned.
(I like them with either apple sauce or sour cream. Enjoy!!!)

